
2022 ANNUAL REPORT 

Our Mission 
Empowering children by providing a 

safe place for growth and enrichment in 
the great outdoors while prospering a 

respect for the environment. 

  January 26, 2023 



Unique outdoor experiences   . 

Outdoor Experiences not 
readily available to most 

children. 

Canoeing 

Fishing 

Shooting Sports 

Pond Swimming 

Outdoor Play  

Hiking 

Leadership 

Board of Directors 
Annette Legako, Chair 
Bodman PLC  
 
Gary Bacon, Vice Chair 
ONEOK, Retired 
 
Kathryn Whitcomb, Secretary 
USD 252, Southern Lyon County 
 
Alicia Redeker, Treasurer 
MarksNelson LLC 
 
Kevin Ogle, Maintenance Dir 
Ogle Construction 

Jaffar Agha 
Emporia Police Department 
 
Mike Alpers  
American Family Ins, Retired  
 
Corey Bacon 
Frontier Farm Credit Services, 
Inc. 
 
Steve Blocker 
Emporia State University 
 
 

Wayne Fessler 
Clearview 
 
JC Mock 
Wolf Creek, Retired 
 
Al Slappy 
Emporia Recreation Center 
 
Scott Smith 
Midwest Industrial Sales 

Seasonal Staff 
Jen McKay, Camp Director 
USD 253, Village        
 
Juan Ramirez, Program Director 
USD 253, Village 
 
Carla Fessler, Offseason Coord 
USD 253, Retired 

Financial Advisor 
Camp Alexander of Emporia, 
Lyon County Kansas Inc., is led 
by a volunteer Board of Directors 
who are a working board, as 
there are no year round fulltime 
employees. The board is com-
mitted to ensuring that the or-
ganization’s financial resources 
are invested and property is 
maintained to meet the mission 
of camp. 

Tracy Edwards,   
Ameriprise Financial  



In 2022, we were excited to increase our capacity!  We served 226 individual campers and a total of 690 campers in the summer 
program. Leader-in-Training (LIT) Program (ages 13-14) continued to require an application to ensure the applicants were pre-
pared for the leadership responsibilities they would be given. The program had 11 individual LIT’s and a total of 27 LIT’s. 

Camper Breakdown 



 
Fundraised to provide 131 scholarships in 2022 

Continued use of USD teachers as counselors 

Fish Fry using fish caught by campers 

Continued partnership with USD253 to provide meals 

Board of Directors, friends & family served as Crew for Hire for Unbound Gravel 

Various workdays throughout the year for the board and several community groups including 
Southern Star, ESU Volleyball, Basketball, and Track Team 

Fowler Lake Improvements included treating the water, new buoys and rope for swim area, and 
an aerator purchase to be installed Spring 2023 

New Building by Fowler Lake for storage 

Purchase of popcorn machine for summer camp program 

Worked with various groups from our community to enhance the summer camp experience 
(Thank you to Dynamic Discs, LifeSave21 Helicopter Team, 

David Traylor Zoo, Zumba with Edyth Hernandez!) 

2022 Highlights and Enhancements 

When summer camp is not in session, Camp Alexander is open to the community to enjoy. Maintaining the grounds and out-
door space does require upkeep and the need to fundraise. In addition to summer camp fundraising, the board also fundraises 
for the off season as well. With 90 acres and 4 buildings, there are constant improvements, utilities, and maintenance. Rentals 
are also available for family reunions, scouting troops, and gatherings.  

We are more than a 
Summer Camp 

· Camp is open to the public 
year round for hiking, bike 
trails and flow track. 

· Fundraisers: Match Day 
and Unbound Gravel SAG 
support. 

A camp for all 



Without the support of the community and grants, Camp Alex-
ander would not be able to operate and provide scholarships. 
We are very thankful to United Way who again was a major 
contributor to our operations budget. We also very much appre-
ciate the Emporia Community Foundation and its community 
partners.  A huge THANK YOU to the MANY donors: 

Community Support 

AAA Glass Service 

Mike & Carla Alpers 

Carl & Shirley Antes 

Alice Aman 

Amazon Smile 

Charise Symmonds Arndt 

Susan Evans Atchison 

John & Anne Atherton 

Steve Atherton 

Heather Aylward 

Lori Austin 

Sherry Backhus 

Gary & Katherine Bacon 

Jeanne Bacon 

Rebecca & Jeffrey Bacon 

Ellen Baeten 

Angela & Nic Baker 

Bruce Balkenhol 

Mark & Natalie Barbee 

The Benevity Community Impact 
Fund 

Terry & Alice Bertels 

Michael & Tammy Black 

Susan Blechl 

Larry & Candace Blomenkamp 

Bruce Blundell 

Jann & Scott Briggs 

Vicki & Eddie Brooks 

Marilyn Brown 

Victor & Carla Brown 

Philip and Teresa Brown 

Chad Buck 

Cleat & Mary Buckbee 

John K. Butcher 

Sherri Buttenhoff 

Daniel Byl 

Betty Campbell & Margaret Davidson 

Kent Chapman 

Kristi Ciero 

Annette Cline 

Brenda Coburn 

Coldwell Banker Emporia Real Estate 

Jerry & Katharine Commerford 

Conagra Brands Foundation 

Russell & Teresa Conrade 

Bruce & Erin Corbin 

Linda Cottrill 

Ruth & Kevin Crabtree 

Michael & Kimberly Cranford 

Nicole Cunningham 

Ashley Darbo 

Marla Darby 

Stephanie Daugaard 

Dennis & Patty Delmott 

Dillons/Kroger Community Rewards 

Ron & Vickie Dinkel 

Dorris Barnett Charitable Trust 

Kevin & Laurel Dow 

Joanne Dow 

Verne & Joanne Dow 

Duane & Sandra Dreasher 

Kevin & Tracey Dreiling 

Mary Duncan 

Richard & Monica Duncan 

Ed & Marie Dunn 

Nancy Dutton 

New Decade Sunday School Class 

Sharon Efird 

Emma Huth Charitable Trust 

Emporia Flatland Cruisers Car Club 

Susan & Joe Endres 

Ryan & Kelli Emrick 

Beth Evans 

Janet Evans 

Paula Evans 

Evergy 

Farm Credit Services/Blackbaud Giv-
ing Fund 

Wayne & Carla Fessler 

Fowler Farms 



Heather Finnerty 

Ruth Fisher 

Ruth Fowler 

Roy & Mary Jo Gallup 

Tracy Gibson 

Gerald Goll 

Marc & Rebecca Goodman 

Rhonda & Scott Gordon 

Margi & Chuck Grimwood 

Howard Gunkel 

Kina & Gary Hagar 

Brett & Natalie Hamrick 

John & Jeline Harclerode 

Carol Dold Harris 

Paul & Gloria Hastings 

Nina Haught 

Duane & Jerilynn Henrikson 

Lori Hickey 

Don & Robbie Hill 

Dale & Norma Hodges 

Mitchell & Tamara Holthus 

Stacie Horton 

Hostess Emporia 

Connie Houk 

Janice Houston 

Glenda Darlene Hubbard 

Mark & Kathleen Johnson 

Jones Foundation 

Brian Jones 

Russell & Myra Jones 

Kansas Brothers of Third Wheel 

Kansas Club of Emporia Kansas, Inc. 

Kansas Kiwanis Foundation, Inc. 

Julie Kaufman 

Toni Kaufman 

Brian & Lisa Keith 

Jessica Kellison 

Jim & Kathy Kessler 

Eric Kirby 

Janis Kitchen 

Lyle & Suzanne Klamm 

Ron & Joan Kloppenberg 

Zephram Koci 

Marilynn Koelliker 

Jim & Lydia Kostner 

Bradley & Cynthia Kraft 

James & Marilyn Krueger 

Darel & Kay Kyle 

Elizabeth Kyle 

Cheryl Lagasse 

M Laird 

Jeff & Amy Larson 

Kay Lauer 

Leap of Faith Martial Arts LLC 

Carmen Leeds 

Andy & Annette Legako 

Life Time, Inc./Unbound Gravel 

Ed & Jane Linhardt 

Cynthia Lore 

Alex & Kristee Lyon 

Myrl & Vicky Lyon 

Darla & Michael Mallein 

Theresa Marmon 

Susan McKinney 

The Meyers Family Trust 

Keith Meyer 

Tina Miller 

J.C. & Brenda Mock 

Nicole Mock 

Susan K. Moran 

Christie Morehead 

Theresa Muckenthaler 

Jennifer Munday 

Barry & Ashley Muninger 

Michael & Dori Murphy 

Susanne Murphy 

Carol & Ramona Myers 

Margaret Nelon 

Tim & Janell North 

Roy & Nicki Nuessen 

Angela Nunley 

Carl Nuzman 

Debra O’Brien 

Pamela O’Conner 

Katherine O’Mara 

Kevin & Tammi Ogle 

Plumbing by Spellman 

Sandra Pointelin 

Gary & Beverly Post 

Preston Family Trust 

Jon & Kelli Proehl 

Ruthann Resch 

Michael & Joyce Reynolds 

John Rich 

Darrell & Sherri Riley 

Lea Ringler 

Jimmy Ross 

Barry & Linda Roth 

Barb Rourk 

Community Support 



Sacred Heart Catholic School-
Nuessen 5th Grade Class 

Paula Sauder 

Zach Schafer 

Gary & Debra Scherer 

Darrell & Susan Schmitz 

Kent Schnakenberg 

Mark & Angie Schreiber 

Delores Schwinn 

Larry & Bev Scott 

Brian & Susan Severin 

Troy & Julie Shaw 

Rosemary Sidlosky 

Ruth & Al Slappy 

Laura Smith 

Jesse & Diana Solis 

Karen Sommers 

Mark & Wendy Stanbrough 

Mary Stauffer 

Chris & Susan Steffen 

Margaret K. Stenseng 

Carol Stephens 

Jennifer Steward 

Max & Sharon Stewart 

Carol & Glen Strickland 

Douglas & Gloria Stueve 

T/M Bonner Charitable Trust 

J E Terrill 

Stuart & Karen Terrill 

Mary Tholen 

USD 243-Davies 4th Grade Class, 
Lebo Elementary 

USD 243-Love/Davies 5th Grade, 
Lebo Elementary 

USD 243-Wolfe 3rd Grade Class, 
Lebo Elementary 

USD 252-Volkman 5th Grade Class, 
Neosho Rapids Elementary 

USD 253-Carpenter 4th Grade Class, 
Walnut Elementary 

USD 253-Conrade 4th Grade Class,  
Walnut Elementary 

USD 253-Emporia Middle School 
Walk-a-Thon 

USD 253-Estrada 5th Grade Class,    
Walnut Elementary 

USD 253-Tebben 5th Grade Class, 
Walnut Elementary 

USD 284-Happy 4th Grade Class, 
Chase County Elementary 

USD 284-Jirak 5th Grade Class, 
Chase County Elementary 

USD 284-Matile 5th Grade Class, 
Chase County Elementary  

USD 284-Potts 6th Grade Class, 
Chase County Elementary  

Gary & Carolyn Van Syoc 

Erika Varady 

Kim Varady 

John Varney 

Shirley Vincent 

Franklin & Elizabeth Voorhees 

Kim Walecki 

Richards Watson 

Kristen Way 

Bruce & Dawn Wayant 

WS & EC Jones Testamentary 
Trust 

Ken & Kathy Weaver 

Kindra Wells 

Western Electrical Service LLC 

Valerie & Curtis Wilhelmson 

Jana Willard 

Larry & Gae Williams 

Rex & Debbie Williams 

Marvin White 

Bruce & Tiwana Whitten 

Roxann Williams 

Anne Wilson 

Robert & Cheryl Witt 

Erin Woods 

Howard & Tonnie Wullschleger 

Xi Beta Eta 

Community Support 



Edward Jones (E.J.) Alexander, the enigmatic benefactor of thousands of Emporia 
children, died May 13, 1923. He was born into slavery in 1854 and he came to Empo-
ria, Kansas as a young man from North Carolina shortly after the Civil War ended. 
His first business in Emporia was in a hay market, which was located on the east side 
of the block between 4th and 5th streets. As the Emporia business district grew, that 
location was needed, so the hay market was cleared away, and E.J. moved to his 
forty acres 4 ½ miles northeast of Emporia. 

For almost thirty years, Mr. Alexander sold fresh produce to the citizens of Emporia. 
His matched team of white horses, pulling a spring loaded wagon with tomatoes, 
peaches and other truck farm produce was a familiar sight. The children flocked to 
him as he gave them fruit and vegetables to eat. It was said Mr. Alexander gave 
away more fruits and vegetables to children than he ever sold to their parents. 

When Mr. Alexander passed away, he left all of his savings and forty acres to the or-
phaned and needy children of Emporia, Lyon County and the State of Kansas. His 
Will stipulated that one acre be set aside for his grave and for the burial of others too 
poor to afford plots. His Will went unnoticed for several years until, in the 1930’s, it 
was discovered by James Putnam, a young Emporia attorney. It was through Put-
nam’s efforts that the Will was probated and Camp Alexander was established. 

E.J. Alexander 

Camp History 

A Special Thank You To… 

...the family and friends of Frank Nelson for the generous gifts in his memory. 

...the family and friends of Bruce Wayant for the generous gifts in his memory. 

...the family and friends of Stuart Terrill for the generous gifts in his memory. 

...Jeff Hodges and MSRK Buildings of Emporia for the donation of a steel building that will 
be used to store our canoes and swimming equipment! 

...Dynamic Discs for the disc golf basket and discs for our campers! 

...Phil Taunton and What’s in Outdoors for sponsoring giveaways for Summer Camp! 

...Ashley Kopecky & Carla Fessler for their work to organize and run an online auction   
benefitting camp! 

...Southern Star for their group’s work removing an old hoop house and donating and   
placing rock in front of the new steel building! 



Camp Alexander of Lyon County, LLC values the importance of accountability and transparency.  Our accounting services are 
outsourced to a local accounting firm and the finance committee meets regularly to review the monthly financials, which are then 
presented to the board at the monthly meeting.  An audit is conducted annually.  Below is the statement of the financial position 
as of December 31, 2022.  (2022 figures are unaudited) 

Statement of Financial Position 



A picture is worth a thousand words 



A picture is worth a thousand words 



A picture is worth a thousand words 


