
2024 ANNUAL REPORT 

Our Mission 
Empowering children by providing a 

safe place for growth and enrichment in 

the great outdoors while prospering a 

respect for the environment. 

  January 23, 2025 



Unique outdoor experiences   . 

Outdoor Experiences not 

readily available to most 

children. 

Canoeing 

Fishing 

Shooting Sports 

Pond Swimming 

Outdoor Play  

Hiking 

Leadership 

Board of Directors 

Annette Legako, Chair 

Bodman PLC  

 

Gary Bacon, Vice Chair 

ONEOK, Retired 

 

Kathryn Whitcomb, Secretary 

USD 252, Southern Lyon County 

 

Alicia Redeker, Treasurer 

Varney & Associates, CPAs, LLC 

 

Kevin Ogle, Maintenance Dir 

Ogle Construction 

 

Mike Alpers  

American Family Ins, Retired  

 

Corey Bacon 

Frontier Farm Credit Services, 

Inc. 

 

Steve Blocker 

Emporia State University 

Alex Lyon 

Natural Resources Conservation 

Service 

 

Jeff Meek 

City of Emporia 

 

JC Mock 

Wolf Creek, Retired 

 

Scott Smith 

Midwest Industrial Sales 

Seasonal Staff 

Jen McKay, Camp Director 

USD 253, Village        

 

Juan Ramirez, Program Director 

USD 253, Village 

Financial Advisor 

Camp Alexander of Emporia, 

Lyon County Kansas Inc., is led 

by a volunteer Board of Directors 

who are a working board, as 

there are no year round fulltime 

employees. The board is com-

mitted to ensuring that the or-

ganization’s financial resources 

are invested and property is 

maintained to meet the mission 

of camp. 

Tracy Edwards,   

Ameriprise Financial  



In 2024, we served 257 individual campers and a total of 775 campers (ages 6-12) in the summer program. Leader-in-Training 

(LIT) Program (ages 13-14) continued to require an application to ensure the applicants were prepared for the leadership re-

sponsibilities they would be given. The program had 16 individual LIT’s and a total of 49 LIT’s. 

Camper Breakdown 



When summer camp is not in session, Camp Alexander is open to the community to enjoy. Maintaining the grounds and out-

door space does require upkeep and the need to fundraise. In addition to summer camp fundraising, the board also fundraises 

for the off season as well. With 90 acres and 4 buildings, there are constant improvements, utilities, and maintenance. Rentals 

are also available for family reunions, scouting troops, and gatherings.  

We are more than a 
Summer Camp 

• Camp is open to the public 

year round for hiking, bike 

trails and flow track. 

• Fundraisers: Match Day 

and Unbound Gravel SAG 

support. 

A camp for all 

Camper Breakdown (cont’d) 



• Fundraised to provide 163 scholarships in 
2024 

• Campers fundraised for the first time with 
the weekly Penny War (the counselor/
director with the most money raised re-
ceived a pie in the face!) 

• Continued use of USD253 teachers and 
ESU students as counselors 

• Fish Fry using fish caught by campers 

• Continued partnership with USD253 to pro-
vide meals 

• Implemented new online registration pro-
cess 

• Board of Directors, friends & family served 
as Crew for Hire for Unbound Gravel 

• Various Board of Directors workdays 
throughout the year (ongoing limb removal, 
trail maintenance, painting of Ed Bldg bath-
rooms, and many more projects!) 

• Installation of new furnace in Ed Building 

• Installed new playground and swings, 
mulch and rock trim 

• Purchased new side by side vehicle 

• Purchased self-propelled Field and Brush 
Mower to maintain trails and grounds 

• Purchase of aerator for fishing pond  

• New porch ceiling fans and air hockey ta-
bles for Craft Building 

• Worked with various groups from our com-
munity to enhance the summer camp expe-
rience (Thank you to David Traylor Zoo, 
Dynamic Discs, Emporia Police Benefit As-
sociation, ESU Prophet Aquatic Research 
& Outreach Center, Emporia Arts Council,  
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & 
Tourism, Phil Taunton and What’s in Out-
doors, Zumba with Edyth Hernandez!) 

2024 Highlights and Enhancements 

Without the support of the community and grants, Camp Alex-

ander would not be able to operate and provide scholarships. 

We are very thankful to United Way who again was a major 

contributor to our operations budget. We also very much appre-

ciate the Emporia Community Foundation and its community 

partners.  A huge THANK YOU to the MANY donors: 

Community Support 

AAA Glass Service 

Gary & Elza Ace 

Douglas & Danielle Alpers 

Mike & Carla Alpers 

Gary & Katie Bacon 

Jeanne Bacon 

 

Rebecca Bacon 

Bruce Balkenhol 

Skyler Beatty 

Thomas Bell 

Susie Beninga 

Susan Blechl 

Larry & Candace Blomenkamp 

 

Bluestem Insurance Group 

Bruce Blundell 

Jann & Scott Briggs 

Vicki & Eddie Brooks 

Chad Buck 

 

Betty Campbell & Margaret Davidson 

Annette Cline 

Steve & Margi Coffman 



Coldwell Banker Emporia Real Estate 

Kevin & Ruth Crabtree 

CWF-1st Congregational Church 

Ron & Vickie Dinkel 

Doris Barnett Charitable Trust  

Eastgate Plaza Board of Directors 

Emma Huth Charitable Trust  

Emporia Community Foundation 

Emporia Flatland Cruisers Car Club 

Emporia Research Club 

Joe & Susan Endres 

Paula S. Evans 

Susan Evans Atchison 

Ray Fallen & Rhonda Denney 

Farm Credit Services/Blackbaud Giv-

ing Fund  

Felts Photos/Thomas Felts 

Flint Hills Optimist Club 

Larry Fowler/Fowler Farms 

Ruth Fowler 

Lisa Fuller 

Roy Gallup 

Gerald Goll 

Margi & Chuck Grimwood 

Nancy Grinberg 

Kina & Gary Hagar 

John & Jeline Harclerode 

Steve & Amy Harmon 

Duane & Jerilynn Henrikson 

Hibbett Sports of Emporia 

Steve Holler 

Hostess/Dolly Madison of Emporia 

IMA Foundation 

Russ & Jeanne Jenkins 

Kansas Brothers of Third Wheel 

Kansas Club of Emporia Kansas, Inc. 

Kiwanis Foundation & The James W. 

Putnam Service Memorial 

Jim & Kathy Kessler 

Lyle & Suzanne Klamm 

Ron & Joan Kloppenberg 

LaGrind Team  

Marilyn Laird 

Jeff & Amy Larson 

Brenda & Dwight Lauer 

Jan & Nick Laurent 

Andy & Annette Legako 

Life Time, Inc./Unbound Gravel 

 

Cynthia Lore 

Alex & Kirstee Lyon 

Caleb Maley, Eagle Scout 

Mark II Lumber 

Bryon Martin 

David & Joyce McCullough 

Nancy & Vernon McKinzie 

Keith & Janis Meyer 

J.C. & Brenda Mock 

 

Nicole Mock 

Susan Moran 

Theresa Muckenthaler 

Jon Naaf & Amy Oleen-Naaf 

Oral Surgery Kansas 

Jim & Carol Percy 

Helen Pickert 

Gary & Beverly Post 

Jerrica & Cody Preeo 

Alicia & Ryan Redeker 

Debbie & Gary Redeker 

Research Club of Emporia 

Michael & Joyce Reynolds 

John C. Rich 

Mary & Jerry Riley 

Sarah & Nik Roth 

Barbara & Don Rourk 

Sacred Heart Catholic School-5th 

Grade Class 

Lois & Richard Schrock 

Mercedes Secord 

Brian & Susan Severin 

David & Sue Sielert 

Alphonso Slappy 

Laura Smith 

Mark & Wendy Stanbrough 

Gilbert L. Stefan 

Community Support 



Max & Sharon Stewart 

Carol & Glen Strickland 

Douglas & Gloria Stueve 

T/M Bonner Charitable & Educational 

Trust 

Thomas E. Bonner & Mary W. Bon-

ner Charitable & Educational Trust  

Phil Taunton and What’s in Outdoors 

David Thomas 

Carolyn Turney 

USD 252-3rd Grade Class, Neosho 

Rapids Elementary  

USD 252-Kistner Class, Neosho 

Rapids Elementary  

USD 252-Tunnell 4th Grade Class, 

Neosho Rapids Elementary 

USD 253-Emporia Middle School 

Walk-a-Thon 

USD 252-Tunnell 5th Grade Class, 

Neosho Rapids Elementary 

USD 252-Ryker Class, Olpe Elemen-

tary 

USD 284-Matile Class, Chase Coun-

ty Elementary 

Jan & Mike Utech 

Gary & Carolyn Van Syoc 

Vaughn Roth Land Brokers 

Charles & Christine Wallace 

Richard Watson 

Ken & Kathy Weaver 

Tim Wiggins 

Rex & Debbie Williams 

Erin Woods 

Shelley & Tim Wright 

WS & EC Jones Testamentary Trust 

A Special Thank You To… 

...the family and friends of   
Virginia Lopez for the gener-

ous gifts in her memory. 

...the many anonymous do-
nors that support us year af-

ter year! 

Community Support 



Camp Alexander of Lyon County, LLC values the importance of accountability and transparency.  Our accounting services are 

outsourced to a local accounting firm and the finance committee meets regularly to review the monthly financials, which are then 

presented to the board at the monthly meeting.  A financial review is conducted annually.  Below is the statement of the financial 

Statement of Financial Position 



A picture is worth a thousand words 



A picture is worth a thousand words 

Edward Jones (E.J.) Alexander, the enigmatic benefactor of thousands of Emporia 

children, died May 13, 1923. He was born into slavery in 1854 and he came to Em-

poria, Kansas as a young man from North Carolina shortly after the Civil War ended. 

His first business in Emporia was in a hay market, which was located on the east 

side of the block between 4th and 5th streets. As the Emporia business district grew, 

that location was needed, so the hay market was cleared away, and E.J. moved to 

his forty acres 4 ½ miles northeast of Emporia. 

For almost thirty years, Mr. Alexander sold fresh produce to the citizens of Emporia. 

His matched team of white horses, pulling a spring loaded wagon with tomatoes, 

peaches and other truck farm produce was a familiar sight. The children flocked to 

him as he gave them fruit and vegetables to eat. It was said Mr. Alexander gave 

away more fruits and vegetables to children than he ever sold to their parents. 

When Mr. Alexander passed away, he left all of his savings and forty acres to the 

orphaned and needy children of Emporia, Lyon County and the State of Kansas. His 

Will stipulated that one acre be set aside for his grave and for the burial of others too 

poor to afford plots. His Will went unnoticed for several years until, in the 1930’s, it 

was discovered by James Putnam, a young Emporia attorney. It was through Put-

nam’s efforts that the Will was probated and Camp Alexander was established. 

E.J. Alexander 

Camp History 


